August xx, 2005

[insert address information of local arts organization]
Dear ____________: [insert appropriate salutation for Member of Parliament]

For a Cabinet Minister: Dear Minister [insert surname]

For a Member of Parliament: Dear Mr./Ms. [insert surname]
The [insert name of arts organization] is an active member of the Canadian Arts Coalition and in this capacity, we are writing to ask for your leadership and support of the Coalition’s request that federal funding for the not-for-profit arts sector, through the Canada Council for the Arts, be increased by $5 per capita, effectively doubling the current annual contribution.

At the upcoming [Liberal/Conservative/New Democratic Party] summer caucus meeting, it is our hope that strategy and policy discussions will include meaningful debate about the need for Canada to increase its investment within the arts and cultural sector.

Canada’s not-for-profit arts organizations and artists are the backbone of the cultural sector in Canada.  In 2002, GDP from culture activities amounted to more than $39 billion. This sector is bigger than the agriculture, forestry, mining and oil and gas sectors combined. However, current federal contributions add less than 10% to the revenues of a typical Canadian arts organization. Earned revenue and private donations (corporate and individual) generally account for at least 75% of an arts organization’s budget, greatly outstripping public investment. In fact, Canada’s contribution to the arts lags far behind most of its European counterparts both in terms of per capita spending and spending as a percentage of GDP. 

Canada’s quality of life depends on strong, vibrant and sustainable cities and communities. Arts and cultural activities are important components of creating shared citizenship and to building strong communities that can embrace the richness of our cultural diversity.

Currently, government investment in the Canada Council for the Arts supports 2,100 arts organizations and a similar number of individual professional artists like writers, musicians, dancers, actors, painters and sculptors.  These arts organizations are central to the quality of life we enjoy as Canadians in our diverse communities.


Also at issue is that each year, 12,000 eligible arts organizations and artists must be turned down for support, resulting in the loss of enormous creative potential for Canada. 

Since 1998, Canada Council has seen a 50% increase in the number of applications from arts organizations and a 30% increase from individual artists. We believe it is critical that public funding keep pace with both the growth in the number of artists in Canada and their drive for excellence. 
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Recent polling shows that a full 91% of Canadians believe that cultural activites contribute to the vitality and competitiveness of our cities. In addition, 93% of Canadians believe that the arts define Canada’s national identity. Clearly, Canadian citizens and corporations recognize the value of investing in the arts, but these contributions must be leveraged by significant and sustained public investment.

Increasing funding of the arts through a $5 per capita increase will result in:

· More educational opportunities for Canada’s children and enhanced access to the arts in every city, town and village. It would also mean more performances, more affordable tickets and more contact with the artists and cultural activities in our communities. For example, assistance from the Canada Council helps art galleries provide tours to nearly 1 million school children across Canada each year.

· A higher international profile for Canada – the arts are our calling card in the international community and help define who we are as a nation. Our artists, many of whom have benefited directly from Canada Council support, are the face of Canada to countries around the world.

· An even stronger contribution to the Canadian economy – the $156 million invested by the Canada Council helps to drive the $39 billion in economic activity generated by the culture sector.  One of the best examples is the Stratford Festival, which receives an annual grant of $765,000 from the Canada Council. The Festival uses this as the core of a $52 million budget that has a regional economic impact of $145 million in the tourism sector, including 3,300 full year jobs, $96 million in wages and salaries, and more than $55 million in tax revenues.

Ensuring viable and strong cultural institutions is an investment that drives future investments in our cities, towns and communities. As our Member of Parliament, we hope that you will agree with the merits of increased federal funding for the not-for-profit arts sector, through the Canada Council for the Arts. 

[insert paragraph that describes and provides more information about your organization :  For example area of expertise, number of visitors, importance of your services within the community, etc.]
As part of the Canadian Arts Coalition, we would be very pleased to work with you to share our expertise and contribute in any way that we can to advance this work.

Sincerely,

[insert name, title]

[insert name of local arts organization]
cc:  [insert name of key representative and the name of National Arts Service Organization with which your organization is affiliated]
